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15 7 BLANDY 70 „ JEFFRIES. 


WH Oo, Jon. 7s 5. 
1 


T HO I have not the Pleaſure N 
to know you, yet as our Circumſtances 
are ſomewhat ſimilar, I could not reſiſt the 
ſtrong Inclination I have to correſpond, con- 
dole, and ſympathiſe with one whoſe Caſe is ſo 
much like my own, and who I hope is as 
innocent. We are both accuſed (and the 
Ill-natured are too apt to believe it) of deſtroy- 
ing the only Perſons in the World we ought 
in Nature, Duty and Gratitude to have pre- 
ſerved; You, an Uncle who, I hear, had taken 
you even in Infancy under his Care, cheriſh'd, 
and carefully brought you up, and at. laſt a- 
dopted you as it were, and defign'd you Heir 
of all: I am no leſs. thought guilty of ſerving 
in the ſame Manner one of the beſt: of Fa- 
thers, to whom I was as dear as the Apple of 
his Eye; of which I had ſuch a Senſe, that 1 
can't ſo much as accuſe. myſelf of a ſingle 
Thought to his Prejudice. But however con- 
ſcious we may be of our own Innocence, the 
World, whoare apt to believe the worſt will not 
| ſee 1 it in the lame > We are prejudged, 
| * 
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* Skit bearing 3 and all we 

.. can. fay\.in our own Defence is 'unheeded or 

But whatever Light they ſee 
it in, we, that know our own Hearts and 
Emocence, ought to bear it up with a Firm- 
neſs unknown to Guilt. This, dear Miſs, I 
have taken the Freedom of communicating 
to you, that, if you chuſe it, we may corre- 
ſpond, and mutually comfort and' ſupport one 
another ; being, with the greateſt Ps. 


Tour's, 


MI. BLANDY.. 


* mern 7a Miſs LAND. 


nn Jan. 13, 1752 
nalin, 


1 Received your 8 9 the Gn Toſtant, and 
cannot but with as-much Joy, as my un- 
happy Circumſtances are capable of, em- 
brace the Offer gon ſo kindly make, and 
which is likely tb. turn, out ſo much 
to my Advantage. Tis true, as you ob- 
ſerve, our Caſes are very much alike, and it 
is. no leſs ſo that we are equally odious to 
the ens World 8 indeed, were the 
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What remains therefore for us, but, as. we 


know our own Innocence, . to "comfort and 
- ſupport one another to the utmoſt. of. o our 
Power, in which, dear Miſs, I have greatly 


the Advantage from your ſuperior. Abilities 
and Education. However, what is in my 


Power ſhall not be wanting, which I hope 


you will be ſo good to accept of; and 
this I can aſſure you, that if what comes 


from me cannot boaſt of a knowing Head, 


yet I hope I may and ever ſhall lay Claim 
to a Text and honeſt Heart, I am, n 


Dur en Friend and Servant, 
E. . JEFFRIES, 


. BLANDY %% JEFFRIES. 


| Oger, yo. 18, A 
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HEN I did myſelf the Pleaſure to write 
to you, deſiring a Correſpondence be- 
tween us, I expected Comfort inſtead of Com- 


rns, which I take to be not very ſuitable 


to our Situation, For as our Caſes are ſo 
5 | much 8 
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Sock. alike, as we are alike perſecuted ud = 


inſulted, traduced and blackened in the moſt 
" ſhocking Manner, it would I thought be ſome 
Alleviation to our Sufferings to unboſom our- 
ſelves to one another without Ceremony or 
Compliment, which ſeldom ſpeak. the Lan- 
guage of the Heart. I. would therefore in- 
treat you, dear Miſs, to give me an Account by 
your own Hand (for common Reports and 
common News-Papers I have little Regard 
for), of the whole Affair, how the Cataſtrophe | 
happened, why and upon what Grounds you 
ſhould be ſuſpected, be taken in Cuſtody, 
and perſecuted with that Violence and Ran- 


cour hardly to be match'd, as if there had 


been a ſettled Deſign to deſtroy you right 
or wrong. This, dear Miſs, as it will be a 
Relief to yourſelf to relate it, ſo it will be a 
Satisfaction to me to have it from ſo authen- 
tick a Hand; And I in Return will give 
you a Detail of my whole Affair, in the ſame 
artleſs Dreſs and Simplicity, which are or 
ought to be inſeparable from Truth and 
NY: Permit me, dear Miſs, to be 


m- moſt fincere Friend and humble Servant, 
M. BLANDY. 
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Mig JEFFRIES t up BLANDY. 
4 2 du Jon. 21, 75% 


IN order to | Gre; you 250 myſelf ( for I 
never till now experienced what it was to 
have a Friend to unburthen one's Mind to) 
and to give a clearer Light to the Affair, 


J muſt begin with ſome Account of my late 
dear Uncle, whoſe partial, and I am afraid fa- 


tal Favour to me is the Source of all m 
Misfortunes- He was a plain honeſt Man, a 


Butcher by Trade, diligent, frugal, and in the 


4 1 of his Life very parſimonious; he 
acquired a very ' handſome Fortu 
and for ſome Time had left off Buſineſs, "2 
lived retired at Walthamflow. It was his Mis 
fortune to have no Education, for he could 
neither write nor read, and as he tock me an 
Infant, was too negligent to me in thoſe Ac- 
quirements, for poor Man, as he did not know 
the Value of them in ümſelf, he did not 
know the Loſs of them in ànother. However, 
his Indulgence to me made up for every 
thing elſe, and I did not regret the Want of 
what I never knew the Value of. This 


my Uncle's Indulgence, as I faid above, Was 


naturally look'd upon with an evil Eye, by 


thoſe who were * near to him in 


__ 


— 


3 


4X 5 8 * A 
Blood, ho thought themſelves altogether as 


deſerving of his Favour, and who I have 
' Reaſon to believe did me all the ill Offices 


with him in their Power, but in vain; for 


tho he had not Learning, he had good Senſe, | 


and could ſee through all their little Arts 


and Envy, which only ſerved to rivet me 
more and more in his -Eſteem, inſomuch 


that (as you was rightly informed) except 2 


few inconſiderable ies, he left me all 


he had. Now I leave you and all the 
World to judge what Inducements I could 


have to commit a Crime ſo ſhocking in it- 


If, and fo horrid in its Circumſtances, on 


a Perſon to me fo good, fo generous, and 
fo inflexible in my Intereſt, But I have 


already exceeded the Bounds of a Letter, 
and muſt refer the reſt to another kd 


nity. I am, dear Miſs, 
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Come now. to relate the hand Cataſt 
the very Remembrance of which c 
Blood, and enervates my whole * 
uy. muſt know then, that on the third of 
July laſt, about Two o'Clock in the Morning, 
I was alarmed with the Noiſe of a Piſtol 
going off, and ſoon after with the dying 
Groans of a Perſon not far diſtant from Where | 
F lay. Strangely ſurpriſed, I ran into my 


Uncle's Room, and faw him (Oh ſhocking 5 


horribly batcher'd and weltring in his Blood. 
Unknowing what J did, it ſeems I ran into 
the Street almoſt naked, and gave the Alarm. 


But obſerve the Malice of my Enemies; 


what they could not effect by their Infinua- 
tions with my Uncle, hath been ſo ſucceſs- 
ful with the Poblick as to blacken me, and 


make them believe I was the Perpetrator of 


that cruel Murder, reſolving to have my 
Fortune even at the Expence of innocent 
Blood: But all that could be alledged againſt 
me was ſo trifling, that the Juſtices, before 
whom I was examined, permitted me to at- 


tend my Uncle's Funeral, and ſoon after to ad- 
potter to his Will. 1. eee 


with 


5 


. 


8 
with the Sufferings of a 


corrupt nor involve him in their Guilt, 
they were determined to involve in my 
Sufferings, for he is ſent to the fame Jail, 
and loaded with the fame Infamy, But God, 
who is the Protector of the Innocent, will I 


hope in his own Time extricate us out of all 
our F Trbubles, and cover our Enemies with 


Shame and Confuſion. I am, dear Miſs, wih 
= the wu e | 


Yours, &c. 


1 E. JEFFRIES, 


Miſs ELAN Dy 2 Mi JEFFRIES. 


Dear Miſs, 


OUR. two Letters are affecting to he 


laſt Degree, in your plain and honeſt 


Narrative. What Injuſtice and Diſtreſs have 


you 4 throu ugh! but if Guilt had been 
added, you muſt certainly have ſunk under 
it. Nothing but Innocence could have ſup- 


ported 0 Innocence, thou 2 


Gem, 


poor faithful Servant, 
whom, when they found they could not 


3 Oxford, Jan. 25, | 1752. 
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. don by Example and Precept: ſhew d 
me the Road to Virtue and Happineſs. 


was not over and above equal in his 
and withal — which we, who 


i 
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2 Gem; thou ys above' all Price; What lis 
mis World and all it affords 'in No eerie | 
to thee? Without thee, Pomp, Titles, aud 
the moſt affluent Fortune are taſteleſs, trüu - 
bleſome, and indeed intoletable. Dear Miſs, 
I heartily ſhare with you in all your Suf- 
ones 8025 for a while have, forgot my on) 


all long: till it pleaſe God to work our 


3 2 be more nearly and intima 


n Seh with you, for- I ſhall think afl 
y Sufferings overpaid in the Friendfhip and 


Affection 0 a 'Perfon ſo oppreſs d and insured, 


and fo little deſerving it. I ſhall now 87 8 

deavonr to acquit mylelf of my Promiſe, and 

BE: you in my Turn an Account of :ndy 
fair, which, with all the Parts and Ach, 


ments you are pleaſed to compliment me with, 


| be. hes. ſo intereſting nor affecting as 
ww Fou are to know then BearMik, Bing 
ly Child 7 my Parents, _ Father Was a 
A n A good Character and great PraQti 
er, one of the of: Women, 


Father, though a very honeft ee Ma, 


emper, 


knew not his Circumſtances, but believed 
tem to be better than indeed they were, 
thought ſomewhat blameable : However, he 
ſpared no Pains or Expence in my Education. 
and Improvements, and if I was not flatter'd, 


IT made no W — nor wor did 


C 


: (1 
be fail to indulge me in 4 innocent Amuſe- 


ments that my Youth and Fortune might 


require: I might add, for I firmly believe it, 
that for my Sake and Intereſt only he affected 
to be thought richer than he was. This 
naturally procured me Suitors of ſome Emi- 
nence, whom I ſubmitted to entertain rather 
out of Duty than Inclination. My Father's 
Scheme I believe was, that a ſuitable Perſon 
might be found,. fond enough, knowing I 


was an only Child, to have me without any 


Conditions; but when he perceived a Gen- 
tleman not fo inclined, he always found ſome 
Pretence or other to break off the Match, 


not being willing to expoſe his Circumſtances ; 


and I, whoſe Heart was never over and aboye 


engaged, eaſily bore the Diſappointment. _ At 
laſt Fate and my evil Genius brought Mr. 

Cranſton to Henley: But J muſt abruptly bak 
off, far Company is coming in, with whom 
I am downright oppreſs'd, ſome out of Im- 
pertinence, ' ſome through Curioſity, ſome 


with propenſed Malice to inſult me, but 
alas how few out of F riendſhip to adviſe and 


aſſiſt me! I am, Dear M4, 


Tour 4, 


* 


M. BLANDY. 
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I my laſt 1 juſt * Mr. Oba. 
he was an Officer in the Marines, is a 
younger Brother of a noble and honourable 
Family in Scotland, and allied to ſome of the 
firſt Families in Eng land. He was ſoon in- 
troduced to our 1 and I ſcon diſtin- 
guiſh'd by him, to the Mortification, Envy, 
and implacable Reſentment of ſeveral Perſons 
both in Town and Country. This naturally 
flatter'd my Pride, and I am afraid I did not 
[ bear my Triumph with that Moderation I 
Ky ought, and which I know will never be for- 
F given, and I doubt not has done me no little 
m Diſſervice in my unhappy Affair. But what 
aff was begun out of Pride and Vanity, by De- 
.< ces. got Admiſſion to my Heart. Mr. Cran- 
ws - fon, tho' he had nothing extraordinary in. his 


nd Perſon, had a certain Eaſe and Dignity in his 
5 Addreſs, and a moſt inſinuating Tongue as 
7 ever Man. had. I confeſs my Weakneſs, he 


too eaſily gain d my Heart; nor were mi 
Parents averſe to it, till they heard of a prior 
Y. Marriage, which ita gger d them, and almoſt 
ö dverwhelmed me; add to which. a Character 
given of him not very advantageous by his 
t. Uncle, Lord Mark Ker, a Man of great 
C2 


Honour 


* 


wa 


„ 
Honour and Dignity : . that Time he 
was not received with that Cordiality he uſed 
to be, ſome of my Mother's Friends in par- 
ticular eould never endure him afterwards ; - 
but nothing diſcouraged him, he either was, 
or pretended to be ſo much in Love, that he 
bore all their Coldneſs and Inſults with a Re- 
folution not to be ſhaken. About this Time 
J loft my dear Mother, my Prop and Stay, 
and he a warm Friend, who 88555 ſo much 
as varied in her Eſteem for him. Thus left 
to myſelf, ſtrongly ſolicited by him, and not 
altogether difcouraged by my Father, I too 
eaſily admitted his Excuſes nd Aſſeverations 
bout his pretended Marriage. But here fol- 
los what even bluſh to remember. I told 
8 my Father was not always equal in his 
reatment of him, ſometimes cold, ſome- 
times cordial, now he would admit him „then 
he would forbid him his Houſe. He told 
me a long Story of the Virtue of certain 
Powders, that would keep him ſteady in his 
Intereſt (than which I withed for nothi 
more) and prevail'd with me, even ink 
my Judgment and Inclination, to adminiſter 
that, which ended in the fatal Cataſtrophe, 
O Miſs, who can expreſs the Agonies and 
Horrors I was in, at ſeeing the Conſequence 
of them; and to think I was ſo much as 
the innocent Cauſe of the Death of a moſt 
dear and indulgent Father, is what I don't 
know how to bear, and ſhall never get over. 
Tou and all the World I know muſt blame 
N my 


e E 70 
my Credulity ; but, O Miſs! if ever you was 
e = muſt know how. eaſy it is far 
the Perſon beloved to decoy us into the 
Belief of what they pleaſe, even againſt our 
own Judgment and Underſtanding! Dear 
Miſs, adminiſter me what Comfort you can, 
for all my Stock of Philoſophy and Reſo- 
lution ſinks under me. O how I envy your 
Happineſs, who tho a younger Woman, and 
conſequently eaſier impoſed on, have nothing 
of this to upbraid yourſelf for, but when this 
ſevere Trial is over, muſt, ſhine. out with a 
_- freſh Luſtre to the utter Confuſion of your 
Enemies; whilſt I, let it iſſue how it will, 
muſt languiſh under a Melancholy never to 
be got over! O Miſs, let me have your 
Prayers, and believe me ee 


= | Euer Yours, | 
MN. BLANDY. 
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1. JeeFRIEs to Mi BLANDY. 
Chelmsford, Fan. 30, 17 52. 
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Der Miſt, 


'O U R two laſt Letters have affected 
me to a Degree not to be expreſs'd, and 
the more ſo, as I ſee you are. afflicted out 
of Meaſure, and almoſt beyond Conſolation,” 
But, my Dear Miſs, I muſt impeach you of 
Partiality to your own Diſadvantage, and out 
pf all Reaſon, and am poſitive you are ſeverer 
to yourſelf than any body will, or any Jury: 
can. Are you: the firſt worthy. Perſon that 
has been deluded and decoy'd by a worth 
leſs Man? No ſure, nor will be the laſt, 
Tis true, I have neither your Capacity nor 
Experience, yet I have both heard and read 
of Perſons of greater Abilities than either of 
us pretend to, who have been more groſſly 
abuſed and impoſed on than has yet appear d 
in your Caſe, My Dear Miſs, I muſt con- 
jure you to ſummon up all your Reſolution 
and Philoſophy, and what is more, your In- 
nocence, which muſt acquit you to God and 
your own Conſcience ; if ſo, who or what 
have you to fear, or be fo afflicted at? Lay 
 efide then this Gloomineſs, which is and 
_ ought only to be the Companion of Guilt; 
but you may, and I hope will enjoy many 
happy Days. I am pleaſing myſelf, | 
all 


ing a more than common Concern) aflured 
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all 1s over, at the Happineſs I ſhall enjoy. 


in the Company. and Converſation of a Perſon 
T have fo great a Value for, and whom ſach _ 
odd Accidents have endear'd to one another. 

Dear Miſs, if you would keep me in Spirits, 
keep up your own, for. by a ſtrange Sort of 
Sympathy I feel when you are caſt down 1 
can't keep up. One of my Council was with 
me the other Day, who in diſcourfing of 
your Affair (in which I could not help expreſs- 


me, that as far as he yet could ſee, there 


was nothing either of us had to fear. Cou- 
rage then, Madam; it would be no little 


Triumph to our Enemies to ſee us ſink under 
their unjuſt Perſecution, and which they 


would not fail to improve to our Diſadvan- 
tage, nay conſtrue to be the Effect of dowyn- 
right Guilt. I ſhall be quite unhappy till 


I hear from you, which I beg may be aſſoon 
as poſſible; till you do, I am and can't be 


otherwiſe than il 
Nur Afiifted Friend, 1071.04: 80: 
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OUR laſt 'was a Cordial to my dro 

jag Spirits, and like Balm to a 
ate! Wound.” Ohe ſeaſonable is Comte, 
2when. adminiſter'd by a friendly, a tendet, 


and able Hand! I am aſhamed of the Weak- 7 


neſs I betrayed in my laſt: Your friendly 


Adolce has had ſuch an Effect as to r- 


inſtate my former Reſolution and Compoſure, 
-for, as you have juſtly obſerved, if we can 
acquit ourſelves to God and our own Con- 
feience, who, or what elſe have we to feat? 
Von will laugh when I tell you I have 


been planning out a Scheme for our future 


living together, when this Storm is over, 
being firmly perſuaded we ſhall never part; 


for as our ſimilar Misfortunes have brought 
mus together, our - Friendſhip will not ſuf- 
fer us to ſeparate, I — a delightful 


Spot in my Eye, far from any Road or 
Buſtle, which if you approve of, we will bid 


a well choſen Library, and a few ſelect 
Friends, we may wear away an eaſy, innocent 
and agrecable Life here, and with leſs Inter- 


n Pm for a beter n. I ſhall 
de 


adieu to the World, and retire to, where with 
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2 w comes it to 8 we think fo 
alike? Sure one Spirit actuates us both. 
The very Retreat you writ of, I was wiſking 
for and lo d beging to enjoy. Voung as I am, 
I have ſeen enoug h of the World, to de- 
ſpiſe it and all its Vanities,” and ſhall think 9 
by elf bleſs d, doubly bleſs d, in having ſuch oj 
riend,- - Guardian, and Companion, for the i 
Conduct of my future Life, and ſhall wholly 
myſelf to you (for I cannot be in 
better Hands) and leave every _ 7 to your 
ect Direction. As to the Spot, I fancy you 
ws will not wiſh it to be near Henky,” and 1 
all | 5 Fila 
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TR not chuſe it to. be near JValtham/lows 
tl other Places are Alike to me: And 8 
o the Collection of Boche, my y, poor. Unel 


as he knew r . of them, e hinaſel lf, fl 12 
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not take the Care 1 could wiſh” to rec 
mend them to me; ſo that you will next 


a double Taſk; beth to chuſe the Books, 


and direct my Reading. Why did you touch 


on (this dent this deſireable Retreat? you 


have thereby raiſed an Impatience I was 
an utter Stranger to before. I perpetually 


figure to myſelf our little Seat and Garden, 
our eee and Morning Walks, our * 
lent and entertaining Books, our uſeful and 


friendly Converſation: Thus Life will . 
| _ "td Eaſe Lay anon 
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1 1%, wat on 750 FO 2 r 


£6108 have ſuch a lrely Fancy, that if 
one gives you but a Hint, your Imagi- 


88 outſtrips the Wind. I had hardly 
any Hopes of your Conſent, or at leaſt was 


in ſome Fear leſt you ſhould not approve 
my Scheme, when on the contrary, to m 


exceſſiye Joy, you are in Raptures. Well, 
ſince you defire it, I ſhall take upon me to 


order every thing for our Retreat, for I 
think I may fay without Vanity, I have 


ſome _ Taſte in the Choice of Houſes and 
Gardens as well as Books, aſſuring you, 
that as you would not chuſe Waltham ow, ſo 


T never more can like Henley; no, the very 


Name is odious to me. The Place J have 


in. View is an obſcure but pleaſant Village; 
the Houſe is at one End, ſmall, but 


venient; the Gardens not large, but 4 
uſeful than elegant, at the Bottom of which 
runs a little Brook, clear as Chryſtal, in which 


you ſee Trout and other Natives of the 


watry Element glide and wantonly play; on 


the other ſide is a delightful Meadow, which 
'H elds a beautiful and extenſive Proſpect. 


-_ to have but one Servant and a 
. D 2 Gardener, 
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Gardener, and 1 ve got a young Lady 


7 


that will be very fond to make 


us; ſhe is a Perſon of very grea 


though her Misfortunes are not ſo conſpi- 


cuous as ours, yet ſhe has undeſervedly had 


her Share, which hereafter you will know 
more at large. In this ſweet Retreat, and 
with this Company, what Pleaſures do 1 


not propoſe, being fully determined neither 


to viſit nor be viſited; for after what has 


happened to us, we can never expect to be 


on an equal footing with the eſt of the 
World, and I believe neither of us would 
chuſe to be inſulted by it. My Trial comes 
on the 3d of March, when I expect (nay, 
without. bad Practices it can't be otherwiſe) 
to be clear'd; after which, the Lady I poke 

a; 


and take you along with us, never I hope 


during Lite to part. Your poor Seryant-and - 


Fellow Sufferer muſt be taken Care of: If 


he is a Gardener, he might make one in 


tegrity and undeſerved Sufferings. I continue, 


ny | ie 7 eur ins ſincerely, - 
NM. BLANDY. 
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our little Family; if not, I muſt intereſt my- 
ſelf in ſome Proviſion for him, for his In- 
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AM quite raviſh'd at the Deſcription = 
of give of our 1 as well as with 
8 the Expectation of that 's Company you 
ſpeak of. 1 ſhall call it — Faraliſe, 2 
I'am perſuaded we ſhall all make uſe of 
id our beſt Endeavours to render it ſo to each 
ACS of us. As to viſiting or being viſited, I muſt 
4 agree with your Sentiment, Sho? there are 
ſome few of my Relations I would except 
" out of the general Excluſion, but that We 
ſhall ſettle at meeting. You ſpeak of your 
pe Trial with as much Coolneſs as if you had. 
nd WF. nothing at ſtake; but, my dear Miſs, though 
If I never doubted your Innoeence, I can't help 
in my Fear, for who can tell what a prejudiced 
- World, or a biaſs d Ju do? we ice 
in- nothing more frequent Kl s confeſs- 
ne, ing the Crimes that others had ſuffer'd for 
before. I do not ſay this to diſcourage you, 
only beg you would not be too ſecure, I 
hope you. have good Council, for which I 
| conjure. you to ſpare no Coſt, and if you 
v are ſhort of to command from 9 4 
: what you want. I can't fay I find my 


" | Trial OY with the juke . 


(24 * 
vou do your's, for I have a A Deſpon- 
dence, and F creboding, which I can. neither 
account for, nor get 2 — of; but I have 
ſpared no Coſt for good Council both for 
myſelf and poor Swann, and each of them 
ſtill give me good Hopes. O how impatient 
J am, till I hear there's a happy Concluſion 
ge of your. Affair, . dear Miss. 
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, BLANDY t 1 Irrrxlgs : 

- Oxford, March 4 1752: f 
Dear lie, e, eOT 8 
a 


17 is now all over, the jury 9 been 
pleaſed to bring me in guilty. I can't 
but fay my Trial was fair and candid, and 
if any have ftretch'd in their Evidence 1 
heartily a them, and I pray God may 
do ſo to. I have the Pleaſure to tell you, 
that though I could be well content to foe 
Net I have no Boar at all to die. Innocence 
| of 


I es io. adit 3 „ * 
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/pon- WK laſt ; ; of. my Life, and God, rwho- 
eicher al Mopecry cart, is my Witneſs, 8 5 


have Bil bles. God I, am in perfect Peace with all 


h for the World, even witth that poor Wretch 
them why has brought all this upon hiniſelf and 


a CO 21 pra ay God may forgive him, and 

luſion 180 his Eyes to Repentance in this World, { 
* before eternal Perdition overtake him in the 

8 next. And now, dear Miſs, I beg you would 
- Wo | grieve; T ſhall, I hope, be eternally happy. 

ly, ſoon,” beyond: the Reach of Malice, Envy; o 

1 Perſecution. Iheartily thank you for all Poet 
das a articularly for the Offer öf Caſn 

TES. leaſed 10 malte me; bit I had no 


| Occaſion my own little Fortune was more 
ate than ſufficient for what I wanted; and if 
— Witt not, ſome of my Relations were ge- 

I nerbus ehou 175 to offer me their Aſfiſtance.! 
2 5 The Lady [Wrote to vou about Wil be 
ö IES. down with you at your Trial, ' which 1 
1 God may turn out to your Honour 
1752. and Safety, and I ſhould take it exceeding kind? 
2 5 to ſee you both at Oxford before I die. 80 
wiſhing you all Happineſs in this World, 

be as, well 'as that 'to come, 74 am, a Miß, 
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of Intention i is what I ſhall maintain to the > 
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a Jy TY t u i aby. 
| Chelmford, March 6, e 

91 00e 

Dear Mp, PM . & 0e A cv 


M*, Uncle's fad 0 N did not c A 
me, more- than the MET, of your Af, 
fair, and the more fo as I made + myſelf, 
ſire you would be clear'd. Wonld to Gd, 
1 bad died before the News had reached * 
me. 1 vain you bid me not to grieve, it 
nat in my Power to r , O, 
I, that accurſed. Wretch that has been ts; 
Cauſe. of all this, I could, tear him in 
thouſand Pieces. Why do you lf me 
Life and -Happines, when the only Fol 
I thought worth while to live: for, is is, torn. - 
from me for ever. Pardon. my Diſtraction, 
for I have vented Execrations againſt: Judges, 

Jury, Evidence, Audience and all; why d 

they not reſcue you from for unjuſt, a 80977 
tence? Ought they not to have hazardeg,; 
their own Lives. to ſave am innocent Perſon” Fr 
Daſtards as they are! The only Comfort 
am capable of is, that the royal Mercy will 
interpoſe, for were your Caſe properly repre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, I am perſwaded he 
would never ſo much as heſitate, | 0 dear 


Ms, Im 
Your apud inconſolable Friend, 
2 E. JEFFRIES, 
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* Miſh BLANDY 756 JEFFRIES. || 
oO Oxford, March , 1752. 
Dear Miſs, : WT CONT 
FOR my Sake, for your own Sake, for your 
& own Preſervation, be more compoſed. As 
r Trial comes on ſo ſoon, it's fitting you 
ſhould have your Judgment cool and clear, 


and all perhaps little enough for your .]. 
Safety; for I have learnt by fatal Experience, 


chat Innocence is not always ſufficientSecurity: | 


Beſides, this Raving may,nay muſt hurt yourſelf, 
but can neither ſerve your Friend, nor anſwer 
1 End. If this will make you eaſy, be 
aſſured I am fo, never more ſo in my Life, 
It's true, there is Intereſt making for the royal 
Mercy, but whether it ſucceeds or not I am 
perfectly reſigned, God's Will be done, I 
am more concerned and anxious about your Af- 


Fair than my own, and I would again beg of 


you to behave with that Compoſure, Calm 
neſs . Ignlty, that is worthy of Innocence 
e. 


and a good Cauſe, Thus wiſhing and pray ing 
for a happy Ifſue, I am, while live, | 
&* 21 Ms, 


* Miſs 
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15 JEFFRIES ta N fe BLANDY.. 
duale March 13,1752. 


H. o Wann I ap back you whom I live 
abuſed, Ae and impoſed? on, hav! 

all along repreſented myſelf as an inn 

Perſon, when in my Conſcience I knew 1 
was the moſt horrid Hypocrite and Monſter 
of Cryelty that ever exiſted. But now the 
| Maſk is torn off, and I am caſt, juſtly caſt 
for my Life, and condemned to die a Mau 
ful and ignominious Death. But Oh! What 
is that to what I feel! Hell and all its Hors 
rors are let looſe upon me, ten thouſand Furies 
tear me to Pieces, and not a Ray, not a 
Glimpſe of Comfort can I have. Where 
ever I look round me, all is dark and hor- 
ible; Deſpair, eternal Deſpair and Perdition 
is my Portion. To be the ſole Cauſe of 
drawing and involving poor unhappy Swann 
in the fame Deſtruction, to infinuate, baſely 
inſinuate it was a Conſpiracy and Contrivance 
af hy innocent Relations to have me cut 


off, for the Sake of my Fortune; all or any 


* 
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or theſe Things is too much tobear. If you cn 
orgive, pity, and pray for me, do; for I my- 
Af can 


44 ope for no Favour from either God 
'S 2. 5 RNs The Wretched and Miſerable 
4 E. JEFFRIES. - 


cent 
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the | | 
= Dear Miſs, 

4 V OUR Letter gave me more Concern 
chan your Doom, or indeed my owy. 
re But why theſe Agonies, why this Deſpair ? 
- Four Crime is very great, but are not the 
* Mercies and Merits of a bleſſed Saviour ſuf- 
E ficient for the greateſt of Sinners. Call in 
5 to your Aſſiſtance ſome pious and worthy 
y Divine, who will give you his Prayers and 
4 properDireCtions for Repentance, which (when 
. lincere) is never rejected by a merciful God. 
Your deceiving 'of me was a ſmall Crime, 
it was deceiving yourſelf ; for no Retreat, 
tho' ever fo pleaſant, no Diverſions, no Com- 
Vd N * 


— 


PR 


\ 


ey - 
paby, no not Heaven itſelf, could have * 


you happy, with thoſe Crimes untepented | 


of in your Breaſt, I heartily wiſh (and 
| ſhall be a Suitor for you at the Throne of 


Metcy) that God may give you his Grace, 


and grant you Repentance and eternal Hap- 
pineſs. | 


M. BLANDY. 
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85 JEFFRIES to Mi BLANDY. 
Chelmsford, March 1 9 11 7 52 . 


Deer Madam, 


OU are all Goodneſs, ſo eaſy to forgive 
the vileſt and moſt wretched Creature 
that ever lived, who had ſo groſſſy impoſed | 


on you. Whether God will forgive me I 
know not ; but this I know, that I can never 
forgive myſell. I took your Advice, and am 
aſſiſted by two worthy Divines, who ſpare 
no Pains nor Prayers in my Behalf. How 
they will ſucceed with a juſtly incenſed God; 
is much to be doubted, but I have' reap d 
this great Benefit and Advantage ' by their 
page Labour, that I. * more Compoſure, 

more 
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more Contrition (but ſtill more Dezectio 
Spirit) than 1 thought I was capable of. 


My Uncle, tho' a rich Man, was vulgar in 


to debauch mine, in which I bluſh to tell 


op, thus principled, what was not ſuch a 
re 


my Guilt ; no, that is impoſſible, but I wiſh 
it may be a Warning to Parents or Guar- 
dians how they principle thoſe under their 
Care, leſt like my Uncle they reap the Fruit 


in upon or interrupt,and myſelf have too great 


Ve a Work before me to be diverted from, I 
Ire | 


bid you a laſt and eternal Adieu. 


E. JEFFRIES. 


his Manners, and brutal in his Paſſions, had 
no Religion nor Morals, and took great Pains 


he was too ſucceſsful : Thus brought 


of their own Wickedneſs. Now, Dear Miſs, 
as your Time is too precious for me to break 


„ 4.3 
will now lay open my whole Soul to yow  _ 
| (if poſſible to atone for my late Impoſition.) 


tch capable of doing, when threaten'd - 
with Beggary and Want, as was my Caſe? 
I ay not this to excuſe myſelf, or extenuate 
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